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One of the most contentious issues these days revolves around the concept of gender 
identity and the moral implications of gender-affirming surgery. Historically, this issue 
impacted a relatively small segment of the population, simmering on the periphery of 
societal discourse. However, in recent years, there has been a noticeable and rapid 
increase in the visibility and discussion of gender identity concerns. 

Recently, the Vatican entered this arena with a definitive stance, as articulated in the 
newly released declaration "Dignitas infinita." This document, signed by Cardinal Victor 
Manuel Fernández, prefect of the former Holy Office, and approved by Pope Francis, 
encapsulates five years of meticulous work and theological reflection. It aims to 
synthesize Pope Francis’s teachings, offering a comprehensive overview of the Catholic 
Church's position on human dignity, including its perspectives on gender theory and 
surgery. 

At the core of "Dignitas infinita" lies the affirmation of the "infinite dignity" of every human 
person, a dignity that remains inviolable "regardless of any circumstance and in whatever 
state or situation they find themselves." This foundational principle underpins the 
Vatican's approach to contemporary ethical, social, and bioethical dilemmas, 
emphasising the inherent value of human life and the need to protect it from conception 
to natural death. 

The Vatican's stance is rooted in a belief in the sacredness of the human body as created 
by God, and any attempt to alter one's gender is seen as failing to respect this inherent 
dignity. However, "Dignitas infinita" also acknowledges the existence of exceptions. The 
document allows for the possibility that individuals affected by "genital anomalies 
already evident at birth or that develop subsequently" may seek medical assistance to 
address such conditions. 

This articulation reaffirms the Vatican's commitment to defending the rights and dignity 
of all individuals, regardless of their sexual orientation. In the context of these wide-
ranging discussions, "Dignitas infinita" is a significant contribution to contemporary 
moral and ethical discourse. The Vatican's intervention in these debates through the lens 
of human dignity offers a distinct perspective grounded in theological principles and 
Pope Francis's teachings. 

As the document makes its way into public discourse, it is expected to spark discussion 
and debate, as well as reflections on the nature of human dignity, the ethics of gender 
surgery, and the role of religious institutions in addressing contemporary social issues. 
The Vatican's latest declaration is a compelling appeal to safeguard human dignity in all 
its forms, urging a return to a respectful dialogue that transcends ideological divides.  



By emphasizing the "infinite dignity" of every person and critiquing practices it deems 
incompatible with this dignity, contrary to those whom we expect to label this initiative 
as bigoted hastily and shallowly or lacking cultural foresight, the Catholic Church seeks 
to contribute to a more compassionate and understanding world, where every individual 
is valued and respected. 
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